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Please don't say




Clearer


Hit the  campaign trail






campaigned

opened fire







shot

quote-unquote
he used these words, he put it this way, he wrote

gunman
unless he makes his living as a hired gun, call him a man with a gun

inferno, blaze







fire

fled on foot







ran, walked

in the wake of 







after

under fire







in trouble

major breakthrough






discovery

death toll







# of dead

vow








promise

slated








will happen

clean bill of health






approved

under investigation
police are investigating 

Fantastic, unbelievable, worst nightmare
kill them all-they're subjective

plagued
troubled


(unless it involves boils, frogs

by a wide margin
margin is often misused-do not substitute it for "ratio"-only use margin when talking about difference between two sums, ratio is proportion

hopefully
hopeful (hopefully can only be used as an adverb, as he waits hopefully)

literally
 only use this if it if you really mean it

confirmed dead
you don't need "confirmed" 

back home, closer to home  
Whose home? Mine? 

final completion
completion

filled to capacity
full

held talks







met

treated and released
treated 


if they seriously injured they are in the hospital 

sifting through the rubble
searched

brutally beaten
is there such a thing as a gentle beating? 

often
often is a word you should seldom use-be precise-how often?

many
be precise-how many?

staffers
workers, employees


tragic fire, murder
drop tragic-it is subjective

for some time
be exact-tell me when

is expected to..
say who expects

white stuff, wet stuff
snow, rain

thunderboomers
thunder

plagued by
troubled, bothered

dilemma
only if you have two equally bad choices, otherwise, use "problem"

price hike
increase or raise

vying for 
competing

voiced opposition to
opposed, said he was against

cutting edge, state of the art
new

 for free
free

in harm's way
dangerous

that, according to--we're told, we learned
who told us-start with attribution so we can evaluate the quality of information 


rank and file
union members

at this particular point in time
now

it is a quiet town, street, neighborhood
(I've never been here)

a sense of shock and frustration
not needed

in the wake of
following-except when talking about boating

Words we would like to "flee the scene" 

the right stuff, out stumping, a real horse race, warts and all, bandwagon, 

open secret, bargaining chip, bargaining table, pins and needles, firestorm, lone 

gunman, disturbing, surprising, shocking, Iraqi (or insert other dictator)

strongman, hurled racial epitaphs, time will tell, too soon to tell


[image: image1.jpg]Poynter.

The Poynter Institute « A School for Journalists
801 Third Street South « St. Petersburg, Florida 33701 « Phone: (727) 821-9494 . Fax: (727) 821-0583
www.poynter.org - info@poynter.org




