THE JOURNALIST'S

Al FIELD GUIDE

Essential Tools for Reporting, Research, Verification and Storytelling

@' The BastiTonl Torthe sk

Smarter Prompting

2026 EDITION

ﬁﬁ Better Reporting

BEST
FOR

STRENGTHS

A\

LIMITATIONS

ChatGPT

All-around Al assistant
for everyday work,
content creation and
learning.

+ Writing content (emails, posts)
+ Learning new topics

+ Brainstorming story angles
* Productivity workflows

+ Al agents & automation

* All-around versatility

* Strong memory &
personalization

* Imagires well

+ Balances speed and quality

* Can make mistakes
* Fact-check is essential
+ Data cut-off in free version

WHICH Al TOOL SHOULD | USE?
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Claude

Deep thinking, long
documents, high-quality
writing and complex
reasoning.

* Strategy documents

* Produces detailed
summaries and analysis

. L,ong-'h;rm writing

* Deep analysis

. Decisiun-malcing

* Good for seeing various
sides of arguments and
analysis

* Excellent reasoning

» Handles large context well
* Clean, high-quality eutputs
* Strong with nuanced tasks

+ Performs best with
specific outcome
prompts

* Smaller ecosystem
* Less integrations
* Shorter memory in free tier

Perplexity

Real-time search, news
and fact-based answers
with citations.

* Breaking news & updates
* Research with citations

* Quick fact-checking

* Market & data insights

« Competitive research

* Real-time information

» Cited sources

» Transparent and often
most accurate

* Good for research

because it cites sources
with links

* Less creative
* Mot ideal for leng-form

writing

PROMPTS JOURNALISTS SHOULD KNOW

Gemini

Research, large datasets,
Google ecosystem and
multimodal content
(video, docs, images).

* Analyze leng PDFs/videcs

* Work with Google Docs,
Sheets, Slides, Gmail

* Data-heavy tasks

* Multimodal projects

* Deep Google integration

* Handles large files

* Strong multimodal
capabilities

* Good for data analysis

* Occasional system
instability under
heavy loads

* Inconzistent on subjective
creative tasks
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* THE BEST PROMPTS SHAPE OUTCOME, STYLE, CONTEXT, FORMAT, SOURCES AND CONSTRAINTS.




TOP FREE GOOGLE Al TOOLS DATA & RESEARCH TOOLS VISUALIZATION & CHARTS

Gemini Live
Live Al chats with
screen sharing.
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Generate video
from text prompts.

Google Al Studio
Test & compare
Al models,

Firebase Studio
Build and launch
apps with Al

MNane Banana
Edit & refine
Al images.

Gemini in Sheets
Formulas & insights
in spreadsheets,

Gems in Gemini

Build custom
Al assistants.
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JOURMALIST FAVORITE

NotebookLM

A pencrulited Al by Google. Upload your
documnants, POFL, and noles to generate cted
surmmaries, anower questions. and baeld an
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AUDIO & TRANSCRIPTION
. Otter.ai

Traracribes and addh viden Enbervieas in real time
while pymeing transcripis 1o the recording. Free
e provides up to 300 minutes per ranth.
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Werify Al cutputs Dhsclose Al use

before publishing. [PEr YOUF PrwSroom's

Soparate facts from palicy and follow
asgertions editorial puidelines,

AL TOMPKINS

Custom Journalism Training
= Teaching = Coaching

LA Prompt Improver
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Al agent for prompt engineering that
rewrites prompts to produce more
specific, detailed, and useful results.

Visualping

Menitars web pages for content
updates and sends alerts. Free
Visualping Journalist Plan
available for reporters.
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Violation Tracker

The first wide-ranging database
on corporate misconduwct.
Produced by the Corparate
Research Project of Good Jobs,

K

ScamSearch.io/
Search by profile picture, email,
username, pseudonym, phone

Q

number, crypto address or

weabsite,

BillTrack50

Al-powered resource for finding
and tracking legislation in the LL5.
Free with paid upgrades,

Buit by Stanford’s Big Local Mews.

Al FAKE DETECTION

TextGuard Al
Dotects fake images, video,
bext (free),

&
g

Hiya

& Chrome extension that can

assist with deepfake voice detection.
Al or Not

A groat web tool for guickly authenticating
if an image, video, or audio file is real or
Al-penerated.

FotoForensics

Uses Error Lavel Analysis (ELA) to spat
hiddan edits and Al-genarated altorations
in images.

Hive Moderation

Specializes in Al content moderation
and has models capable of recognizing
Al-generated images, text, and audio.
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Al Graph Maker

Turn your data into custom bar
charts, line charts, flowcharts,
pie charts and scatter plots
with Al effortlessly.

ail

Al Infographic Generator
Turn blog posts, articles, and
PDFs into engaging infographics.

al
B

Generate visuals quickly and
easily from your data.

VizChart: Al FlowChart Maker
Create professional flowcharts
instantly,

Flourish

Turn spreadsheets into
visualizations, maps,
interactive charts, etc.

Eraser Build
Al diagrams and docs
from simple text prompts.

MyLens

Turns your ideas and content
into effective visuals that are
interactive, editable and ready
to present. Upload PDFs, web
pages, documents and maore,

WRITING & EDITING

QuillBot Paraphraser

p. Paraphrases any text while retaining

A
H.

tone and style. Includes grarmmar
chacker, plagiarism checker

and SuMmarnzer.

Hemingway App

Free Al tool that grades your
writing for readability, etc.

Hemingway Editor Plus

Make your writing clear

and concise with Al
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